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A SUSTAINABILITY ISSUE 

IN A PLACE WHERE YOU GREW UP
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During section on Friday 4/7 we’ll create cognitive maps of a place where we grew up, identifying sustainability issues there as they affected us. (Plus a map of our ideal sustainable community.) For Assignment 1 take that process one step further by analyzing one main sustainability issue in that childhood environment through a two-page essay. Such a short paper requires you to be focused and concise, emphasizing those points and details that really matter while avoiding tangential material. This assignment also provides an opportunity to identify writing issues to work on in the longer paper later in the quarter.
In your paper, analyze three things:

· How this sustainability issue affected yourself, other people, and/or the environment
· Why you think this problem arose

· How it might be addressed and by whom

Start with a title that reflects your analysis of the topic. Then begin your essay with a topic sentence that introduces your issue and gives readers a sense of why this is interesting and important. Later, bring in well-chosen specifics that back up your analysis or tell a story about this topic. Avoid material that is purely descriptive, general background about the city or town, rhetoric about the importance of sustainability, etc. This is an essay whose purpose is to analyze, not to describe.  
Use 12 point type, double-space, and leave 1” margins. The audience for this paper is well-educated university students such as yourself. Explain things using language that will work for this audience. Avoid colloquial expressions or slang.

Practice editing your own work (re-read and revise this essay several times). Don’t be afraid to write a bad first draft. But plan to do at least two more drafts, letting each sit overnight before coming back to it. That way, you’ll be able to see it with fresh eyes. When you edit your work, try to put yourself in the position of a reader who is new to this subject. Will they understand everything? Do some points need more explanation? Can each sentence be made stronger and more clear? Are there extraneous words or sentences? (If so, cut them out.) Don’t just change a few words with you edit; rethink every sentence. Learning to edit your own work is essential to good writing. Even good writers revise each piece many times before sending it out. As Mark Twain supposedly said, “Most of good writing is re-writing.”

Watch carefully for grammatical and spelling problems. Use the spell-checker or dictionary for every word you aren’t sure of. If you’re uncertain about grammar, check a reference book or online sources. Good luck! 
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