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CLASS 1: INTRODUCTION TO SUSTAINABILITY
Why Does It Matter? 
1. Human societies and natural ecosystems may not survive the 21st century if we don’t figure out how to live more sustainably on this planet. 

2. Working on sustainability issues can be creative, fun, and meaningful. 

3. More and more jobs relate to this topic.

Main Challenges and Opportunities (slides)

Three Main Differences from BAU

There are several key differences in mental outlook between sustainability work and business-as-usual. Sustainability work is:

1. Long-term (thinking beyond the usual timescales)

2. Holistic (thinking “ecologically”; that is, in terms of systems)
a. across disciplines

b. across scales

c. across time horizons

d. across communities

e. in terms of evolving systems
3. Engaged (everyone’s part of the solution; it’s important to identify sustainability options & articulate those for people in any situation; it’s also important to think strategically so as to lay the groundwork for more productive action in the future)

Sustainability is not simple
Applying this concept means being able to understand complex contexts, figure out priorities, meet diverse goals, develop creative solutions, and work with different types of people and institutions.

Definitions of Sustainable Development (class brainstorm first)
· "Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." ( Brundtland Commission (1987) (Memorize this one)
· "Sustainability requires at least a constant stock of natural capital, construed as the set of all environmental assets.”   (  David Pearce (1988) 
· Sustainable development means "improving the quality of human life while living within the carrying capacity of supporting ecosystems."     ( World Conservation Union (1991)
· “Sustainable development is development that nurtures the long-term well-being of human and ecological systems.”  (  Stephen Wheeler (2004)
